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EDUCATION 

New England Conservatory, Boston, Massachusetts                                     2020 
§ D.M.A. in Jazz Performance  
§ Minor in Musicology  
§ Primary Teachers: Jerry Bergonzi, Donny McCaslin, Miguel Zenón, Mark Turner, Ken Radnofsky 

University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado                                2011 
§ M.M. in Jazz Performance and Pedagogy 
§ Primary Teachers: John Gunther, Brad Goode 

Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas                       2009 
§ B.A. in Music (Saxophone Performance) 
§ K-12 Music Education Licensure 
§ Primary Teachers: Jim Pisano, Steve Jones 

 
ACADEMIC TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois                2021-present 
§ Visiting Assistant Professor of Music 
§ Director of Jazz Studies  
§ Courses Taught 

o Jazz History  
o Jazz Styles and Analysis 
o First Year Inquiry 
o Music and Identity 

§ Ensemble Direction 
o Augustana Jazz Ensemble 
o Jazz Combos (4) 

§ Studio Instruction  
o Jazz Improvisation (Studio Size: ~20) 

§ Additional Duties 
o Student Recruitment 
o Participate in Scholarship Auditions  
o Advising of Jazz Minors 
o Oversee Augustana Recording Studio (2021-2023) 

New England Conservatory, Boston, Massachusetts                                         2017-2020 
§ Teaching Assistant, Music History Department 

o History of Jazz  
o Musical Developments in the First Half of the 20th Century  
o Survey of Music in Western Culture 

Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas                                         2013- 2017 
§ Instructor of Music  
§ Director of Jazz Studies (2013-2015) 

 



 
 
 
Bethel College (continued) 

§ Courses Taught 
o Music Theory I 
o Music Theory II 
o Jazz History and Appreciation  

§ Studio Instruction  
o Jazz Saxophone, Classical Saxophone, Jazz Improvisation (Studio Size: ~12)  

§ Ensemble Direction 
o Jazz Ensemble I and II 
o Jazz Combo I and II 
o Mid-Kansas High School Jazz Ensemble  

§ Music Recruitment Coordinator (2016-2017) 
§ Additional Duties 

o Coordination and evaluation of scholarship auditions 
o Coordination and evaluation of instrumental juries  
o Student recruitment 

§ Institutional Service 
o Search Committee Member, Instrumental Music Director  
o Search Committee Member, Piano Faculty 

Friends University, Wichita, Kansas                  2015- 2017 
§ Adjunct Instructor of Saxophone  
§ Studio Instruction (Studio Size: ~10) 

o Jazz and Classical Saxophone  
§ Ensemble Direction 

o Jazz Combo 

Hutchinson Community College, Hutchinson, Kansas                             2015-2016 
§ Adjunct Woodwind Instructor  

§ Studio Instruction (Studio Size: 8) 
o Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute 

University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado                             2010-2011   
§ Graduate Instructor and Lecturer 

o Jazz History and Appreciation (Enrollment: 350+) 
 
SELECTED PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE 

Derel Montieth: A Wayne Shorter Tribute, Peoria, IL            May 19, 2024 
Director, Augustana Jazz Ensemble featuring Endre Rice, Rock Island, IL       March 10, 2023  
Iowa Jazz Composers Orchestra, James Theater, Iowa City              Oct. 2, 2022 
Joel Linscheid Quartet, Plymouth Fine Arts Series, Wichita Kansas           Jan. 22, 2022 
New England Conservatory Jazz Orchestra and Philharmonia (Featured Soloist)         Oct. 30, 2019 
Dave Douglas Residency Ensemble, New England Conservatory                   Sept. 9, 2018 
Frank Carlberg and Noah Preminger with the Daniel Herzog Big Band (Lilypad, Boston)       Aug. 29, 2018 
Dave Holland Residency Ensemble, New England Conservatory                         Oct. 12, 2017  
Hairspray: The Musical, Music Theater Wichita                     July 2017 
Deborah Brown with the Wichita Jazz Festival Big Band, Wichita, Kansas                    April 14, 2017 
Wycliffe Gordon with the Legacy Big Band, Wichita, Kansas                             April 28,30, 2017 
Nice Work if You Can Get It, Music Theater Wichita                   June 2016 



 
The Temptations, Fox Theater, Hutchinson, Kansas                  April 3, 2016 
Brad Leali with the Legacy Big Band Wichita, Kansas             March 11, 2016 
Wichita Symphony Orchestra             February 6, 2016 
Tanya Darby with the Legacy Big Band Maize, Kansas                        Nov. 21, 2015 
Michael Feinstein’s The Sinatra Project, Overland Park and Manhattan, Kansas                      May 9 and 10, 2015 
Newton Mid-Kansas Symphony Orchestra             March 31, 2014 
The Four Tops, Orpheum Theater, Wichita, Kansas                    Jan. 25, 2014 
Johnny Mathis, Orpheum Theater, Wichita, Kansas                   Sept. 8, 2013 
The World Famous Glenn Miller Orchestra (National/International Tour)           Feb. 2012- Feb. 2013 
Holland America Line Showband and Orchestra                              May -August 2008 
 
RECORDINGS 

By the Fireside, Dan Gabel and the Abletones, Tenor Sax, Clarinet            2019  
Live! at Mechanics Hall, Dan Gabel and the Abletones, Tenor Sax, Clarinet               2018  
In The Mood, The Glenn Miller Orchestra, Tenor Sax, Clarinet, Flute           2013  
 
RESEARCH AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

Conference Presentation, Illinois Music Education Conference, Peoria, IL             Jan. 26, 2024 
“Listen Up! Emphasizing Listening and Ear Training in Jazz Pedagogy” 

Conference Presentation, Illinois Music Education Conference, Peoria, IL             Jan. 26, 2023 
“A Jazz Band Primer for Directors with Limited Jazz Experience” 
(Co-presented with Dr. Nicholas Enz, St. Ambrose University) 

D.M.A. Thesis (New England Conservatory, Dr. Brian Levy, Advisor)                     May 2020 
“Illuminating the Compositional Process in Jazz: A Study of the Compositional               

  Methods of Jerry Bergonzi, Miguel Zenón, and Donny McCaslin” 
Research Poster Presentation, Jazz Education Network Conference, New Orleans          Jan. 9, 2020 

“A Survey of Compositional Methodologies Used by Contemporary Jazz Musicians” 
M.M. Thesis (University of Colorado-Boulder, Dr. John Gunther, Advisor)                        May 2011 

“Odd Meters in Jazz Music: A Historical Overview and Analysis of Contemporary Applications” 
URICA Research Grant (Bethel College)                                  2006  

“The Tenor Test: An Analysis and Comparison of the Improvisational Styles of  
Coleman Hawkins, John Coltrane and Michael Brecker on Body and Soul” 

 
CLINICIAN AND ADJUDICATION EXPERIENCE 

Jazz Festivals 
Wichita State University Jazz Festival (Wichita, KS)               April 2024 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University Jazz Festival (Weatherford, OK)                               February 2023 
University of Missouri Jazz Festival (Columbia, MO)           February 2022 
Texas Tech University Jazz Festival (Lubbock, TX)                                      April 2016 
Wichita State University Jazz Festival (Wichita, KS)                                                             April 2016     
Friends University Jazz Festival (Wichita, KS)                                                February 2016 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University Jazz Festival (Weatherford, OK)                                      February 2016 
Hutchinson Community College Jazz Festival                                                      January 2016  
 
High School Jazz Ensemble Clinics              
Princeton High School (Princeton, IL)             February 2023 
Allwood High School (Woodhull, IL)               January 2021 
Westwood High School (Westwood, MA)                    December 2019 



 
Collegiate High School (Wichita, KS)                   May 2017 
Wichita East High School (Wichita, KS)                      April 2017 
Augusta High School (Augusta, KS)                        March 2017 
Derby High School (Derby, KS)                 January 2017 
Shawnee Mission East High School (Shawnee, KS)          December 2016 
McPherson High School (McPherson, KS)                     October 2016 
Hesston High School (Hesston, KS)               October 2016 
Eisenhower High School (Goddard, KS)                October 2016 
Augusta High School Augusta, KS)                       October 2016 
Newton High School (Newton, KS)               October 2016 
Goessel High School (Goessel, KS)                September 2016 
Collegiate High School (Wichita, KS)            September 2016 
Wichita East High School (Wichita, KS)                November 2016 
Shawnee Mission Southwest High School (Shawnee, KS)              December 2016 
Hesston High School (Hesston, KS)             February 2015 
Augusta High School (Augusta KS)                     February 2015 
Newton High School (Newton, KS)               October 2014 
McPherson High School (McPherson, KS)                     August 2014 
Lawrence High School (Lawrence, KS)                 April 2014 
Newton High School (Newton, KS)             February 2014 
Hesston High School (Hesston, KS)               January 2014 
Wichita East High School (Wichita, KS)                November 2013 
Newton High School (Newton, KS)                October 2013 
 
FORMER STUDENT ACHEIVEMENTS 

Winner, Newton Mid-Kansas Symphony Concerto Competition (Westen Gesell) 
Graduate Teaching Assistantship (Jazz Saxophone) Eastman School of Music (Joel Boettger) 
Graduate Teaching Assistantship (Saxophone), University of New Mexico (Matt Lind) 
Graduate Teaching Assistantship (Jazz Saxophone), Wichita State University (Westen Gesell) 
Graduate Teaching Assistantship(Saxophone), Bowling Green State University (Jake Loitz) 
Acceptance in Kansas All-State Jazz Ensemble (Ryan Ruggiero, Eli Regier, Blake Crawford) 
 
GRANTS AWARDED 

Augustana College Humanities Fund Grant             2023  
Augustana College Educational Initiatives Fund Grant            2023 
Augustana College Humanities Fund Grant             2022 
Jazz Education Network Jazz2U Grant                       2015 
URICA Research Grant, Bethel College                         2006 
               
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

Illinois Music Educators Association 
Jazz Education Network  
North American Saxophone Alliance 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Board Member, Wichita Jazz Festival                  2016-2017 
Board Member, Newton Fox Theater                               2013-2014 
Banff International Workshop in Jazz and Creative Music, Banff, Alberta, Canada          2011 
President (2010-11) and Vice-President (2009-10), Coalition for Creative Music, University of Colorado       2009-2011 
§ Secured funding, administrated, and hosted on-campus clinics and concerts featuring: George Garzone, Matt 

Wilson, Seamus Blake, David Kikoski, Ralph Peterson, Terrell Stafford, Brad Goode, Jaleel Shaw, Art Lande.    
  
INSTRUCTORS 

Jazz Saxophone: Jerry Bergonzi, Donny McCaslin, Mark Turner, Miguel Zenón, John Gunther, James Pisano,  
  Stephen Jones, Tom Luer      
Classical Saxophone: Ken Radnofsky, James Pisano, Stephen Jones, Tom Luer  

 Clarinet: Jessica Lindsey, James Pisano   Flute: Carolyn Keyes 
Additional Instructors (Non-studio):, Ken Schaphorst, Jason Moran, John McNeil, Frank Carlberg, Brian Levy, 
John Davis, Brad Goode, Art Lande, Richard Tirk, Timothy Shade 
 
REFERENCES 
 

Dr. Karen Schlabaugh 
Emeritus Professor of Music 
Bethel College (Kansas) 
kschlab@bethelks.edu 
316-347-5005 
 
James Pisano 
Assistant Professor of Saxophone and Jazz Studies 
Wichita State University 
james.pisano@wichita.edu 
316-978-6273 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Brian Levy 
Assistant Professor/Director of Jazz Studies  
San Diego State University 
blevy@sdsu.edu 

       617-304-2667 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 


